
 

THOUGHTS OF A MAD MAN  
In light of the 4 fatalities in the Air Force over the last few weeks, one being a local Dyess SSgt, I 

think we need some time to step back and refocus.  Every time something like this happens there is finger 

pointing, the ñhe said, she saidò thing, and of course the shoulda, coulda, woulda aspect.  By being reactive 

instead of proactive no one sees the problem until they are faced with it and at the cost of human life. 

The speculations and investigations as to what happened is all you hear.  But what we really need to do is 

focus on how we can prevent this from happening again.   

As riders we are taught in the motorcycle safety course about being observant, to watch ahead of 

us, and always look for a way out. The ñS.E.E.ò technique of Search, Evaluate and Execute tells us to re-

main vigilant, evaluate our environment, and execute our route of travel.  The problem is that all around us 

are conditions in the environment that are beyond our control; animals, debris, etc.  But the most important 

factor is the human factor driving the cars, trucks, and other larger vehicles that we encounter. 

In four wheeled vehicles the drivers have the security of safety features built into their vehicles, but they 

also have added distracters like children in the car, pets, texting or talking on their cell phones, blind spots, 

and stereos cranked.  Those are just few that come to mind. The inherent size of a motorcycle can be mis-

leading to drivers and therefore make them think the bike is further away than it really is and/or going 

slower than it really is. 

Education, be it the MSF courses or other training opportunities, does a lot to help the rider be-

come a better rider but it does nothing to educate the public that we are out there on the roads.  Remaining 

vigilant while riding or driving is crucial.  We will work on getting a motorcycle awareness program going 

to alert drivers that we are out there.  

I listened to someone at a store the other day talk about the fatality we had and how dangerous 

motorcycles were.  You know me.  I just had to put my two cents in. The first thing I asked was if she had 

ever been on a motorcycle.  Nope.  I asked how long she had been driving.  About three years.  Ever been in 

an accident?  Yep, but it was the other personôs fault. I then asked if she had a cell phone and if she uses it 

when she drives or even sends text messages while driving? Reluctantly she said sometimes, but "I am very 

careful".  I told her that I ride and I am very careful when I ride.  No cell phone or other distractions.  So I 

asked her, ñAre motorcycles dangerous?  Or is the road dangerous?  Or are those that are too busy using 

their cells, changing radio stations, eating, or any of the many things people do while driving the danger?ò  I 

got my change and walked out.  

We are sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, mothers, fathers, and even grandparents.  But even more 

importantly, we are citizens that have offered to lay down our lives in the defense of our country.  We 

should not be treated like second class citizens because we choose a motorcycle as a means of transporta-

tion.  Traffic laws are made to be followed by all. The middle turning lane is made to turn onto side streets 

and not to give us a lane to merge in with traffic...it's not a driving lane.  

I agree with promoting motorcycle safety through various classes, briefings, etc., but I think that 

most drivers need to possibly be sent back to driving school to learn how to drive again and maybe the cops 

should start giving out stupidity tickets that require you to go to a training class and learn the laws 

and rules of being a good driver.  

Safety NOTES 

According to the Hurt Study 

77% of two vehicle accidents 

involving a motorcycle  occur 

in the riders 10, 11, 12, 1 and 2 

o'clock positions and only 3% 

of impacts are from the motor-

cycle being rear ended. It also 

says that the most frequent acci-

dents occur when the motorcy-

cle is going straight and a car 

turns left in front of the on com-

ing bike.  Intersections are the 

most likely place for a motorcy-

cle accident when the riders 

right-of-way has been violated. 

18 May: Black Hawk Customs 

AAFES TOUR 2010 

BX Parking Lot 

 

3 July : MUNDAY TX 

4th of July Parade 

 

Watch our Facebook page  

for more rides 
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7 May : Cotton Patch 

21 May: TaMollyôs 

 

MEET: Shoppette @ 1100 
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http://www.greenknightsmc.com/ 

 

 

Lackland AFB, TX Chapter 4 

http://www.texasgreenknights.org/gk04 

 

Ft. Sam Huston Chapter 47 

http://www.greenknights47.com/ 

 

Sheppard AFB Chapter 54 

http://texasgreenknights.org/gk54/ 

 

Ellington Field JRB TX Chapter 56 

http://www.texasgreenknights.org/gk56 

 

Dyess AFB Chapter 63 

http://www.texasgreenknights.org/gk63/ 

 

Goodfellow AFB Chapter 64 

http://www.texasgreenknights.org/gk64 

 

http://www.patriotguard.org 

UPCOMING RIDES/ EVENTS 

Driver and riders alike must 

watch out for each other, the "I 

didn't see" or ñhe came from no 

where" do nothing for those left 

behind after a traffic fatality. 

From the beginner to the most 

experienced rider or driver we 

all continue to learn and in-

crease our skills as long as we 

all remember that we must all 

SHARE THE ROAD! 

Note from the Editor 

11 of the Green Knights went to 

Officer Holdenôs Funeral. Our 

prayers go out to his family. 



MEETING MINUTES  
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Here are some brief notes that were taken during the bike lunch ride that was held 16 Apr 10 at Buffet City.  

The meeting started at 1130 and ended at 1230.  The following were in attendance: 

 

Robert Campbell 

Cameron Dallmann 

Craig Colton 

Brian Walters  

Dianna Sanders 

Elizabeth and Jimmy Anderson 

and 2 new members: 

Jerry Lindquester and his wife, Diana Lindquester 

 

Welcome aboard Jerry & Diana Lindquester and weôre glad you were able to join us!! 

The following was discussed: 

 

1. Our treasurer reported that we have a total of $173.00  in our account. 

2. We have 2 GK members that have graciously volunteered to be the Quartermasters for our chapter. 

They will be responsible for handling fundraisers, gathering the funds and ensuring the funds are allo-

cated to our treasurer (i.e., T-shirt orders, any future coin orders, etc.).  The 2 GK members are: Robert 

Monohan and William Taylor. 

3. The club now has a Green Knight flag.  

4. Thus far, there has been 4 fatalities within 4 weeks (across the command, not just on Dyess) so expect 

7 BW/SE to become more actively involved in getting the word out there to motorcyclists to remain 

alert, pay careful attention to surroundings, wear your safety gear at all times (even off duty), ensure 

riding passengers do the same. 

5. Green Knight web page is now complete.  The link is  http://texasgreenknights.org/gk63/   We can also 

be found on Facebook by searching Green Knights Chapter 63. Click on the icon ñBecome a Fanò 

6. MSgt Nienhaus will be planning our 2d year participating in the 4 Jul parade held in Munday TX.  Last 

year was simply awesome.  We had close to 20 riders with the entire town of Munday present for the 

parade.  It was a lot of fun, well worth the ride and we hope to have more participants this year. 

7. MSgt Cameron Dallmann is the  POC for the Green Knight newsletter.  If you have any inputs, some-

thing you wish to add, pictures to post, please send them to him. 

8. The safety ride sponsored by 317 AMC was quite successfuléclose to 50 (or more) riders showed up, 

both rockets as well as cruisers participated in the joint ride. 

9. Care packages were mailed to our Green Knight deployed members and received.  If you would like to 

make a donation, please see any Green Knight officer. 

 

http://texasgreenknights.org/gk63/
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